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Message from 

the editor: 

My name is Matthew 

Millar and I am the 

editor of our first 

e v e r  S c h o o l 

Magazine.  

To the right is a 

picture of the whole 

publishing team. We 

have enjoyed putting 

t h i s  s p e c i a l 

Christmas edition 

together for you  and 

we hope you enjoy 

reading it.  

We aim to create a 

full scale magazine 

by the end of the 

year and have it 

printed. We cordially 

invite you to share 

any suggestions you 

might have for 

publications over the 

course of the year and 

will receive feedback 

gratefully.  

We held our first 

publications poll last 

week to choose a name 

and as you can see 

“Shimna Scoop” won. 

Thank you for your 

support. Wishing you 

all a very Merry 

Christmas and a very 

happy New Year! 

 

- Publications Team. 
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Some of our brilliant 

students in 13M  took it 

upon themselves to 

begin a collection with-

in the school to raise 

money for the local St 

Vincent De Paul 

branch. They collected 

over £200 which 

they spent on toys 

and Tesco vouchers. 

These can now be 

used to help those in 

need at Christmas 



At first Anna thought nothing 
of it, she went to sleep the 
night of her birthday with the 
doll she had got as a present 
in her arms and when she 
woke up it was on the floor. 
To Anna this wasn’t strange; 
she assumed it fell out of her 
arms and out of bed as she 
rolled over in the night, as 

any child would.  
 
The night she started to 
notice other things was a 
stormy one a couple days 
after her birthday. She had 
gone to sleep with the doll in 
her arms as usual but woke 
up and it was not on the 
floor. It was sitting up in the 

hallway leaning against the 
wall. It was strange but as 
the day went on it slipped 
her mind.  
 
The next night the doll was 
on the stairs, and the next 
at the bottom of the stairs. 
That’s when it didn’t start 
to slip her mind and she 
told her mother, “Mum, I 
think my doll is alive.” But 
her mother laughed in 
Anna’s face and said “Wow 
sweetie! Can she talk?” 

Anna knew her mum 
wouldn’t believe her.  
 
That night she went to sleep 
as usual, doll in arms and 
woke to the doll on the floor 
but this time, all her other 
toys ripped up, teddy fluff 
everywhere, Barbie heads 
scattered but the doll just 
lying in the middle, 
untouched. Anna was very 
scared at this point and even 
decided to throw the doll 
away. But by morning, the 
doll was in Anna’s cold arms 
and when Anna’s mum went 
to wake her up, the only 
other living thing in the room 
was the doll.  
 

Coming off strongly with our 

top three movies if I do say 

so myself. We have the 

Home Alone films – brilliant 

music, brilliant story line, 

pretty brilliant if you ask me.  

And, of course, we have Elf, 

starring the magnificent and 

hilarious Will Farrell playing a 

baby- human- turned- full 

grown -man- elf called Bud-

dy. In my opinion, it is a must 

watch, especially on Christ-

mas Eve night.  

 

As it gets closer to that time 

of year again, we need some 

festive movies that can get 

us into the Christmas spirit. 

Haven’t got any ideas? Don’t 

worry, we’ve got you covered. 

Here are the top Christmas 

movies according to… us. 

 

• Elf 

• Home alone 2 

• Home Alone 

 

Christmas with an edge: 

-E.T 

-Gremlins 
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A M N E S T Y  R E V E R S E  A D V E N T  C A L E N DA R  

HA L LOW EEN  SHO RT  STORY  
C OM P ET I T IO N  W I N N ER  

C H R I S T M A S  M O V I E S  
B Y  A L I C E  F I T Z PA T R I C K  &  O L I V I A  B L A N E Y  

contents of boxes that have 

already been filled by form 

classes, contributions from 

staff and donations to the 

front office – and we know 

that there is so much more 

out there in the school! 

 

Thank you all again! 

 

Good morning all, 

 

Once again, the Amnesty 

group want to express their 

gratitude to all the staff and 

students who have given so 

generously to the food 

bank. We are delighted to 

play a part in helping 

families during this difficult 

time. Pictured is only the 

“Once again, the 

Amnesty group want to 

express their gratitude 

to all the staff  and 

students who have given 

so generously to the food 

bank. “ 

By Jessica Waddell 

Volume 1 ,  Issue 1  

Elf – a must watch this Christmas 

Why does 
Santa work 
at the North 

Pole? 

Because the 
penguins 

kicked him out 
of the South 

Pole. 

Start off with a big 
green tree  

Then sprinkle over some 
fairy lights  

Crumble on a bowl of 
baubles  

Then leave to the side 
for a few hours  

Next get some tinsel and 
beat it for a few 

minutes  

Then sprinkle on mix 
them and add a star.  

Serve with presents and 
a happy family.  

 

Sophie McCullough 8D  

A Recipe for 

a Christmas 

Tree  



Shimna Scoop  

Eoin: Hello it is good to meet 

you. Could you give our readers 

a brief introduction about 

yourself? 

Holly: Heya, I’m Holly! I’m 

working here doing sub work for 

teachers and helping Roberta in 

the office. 

Eoin: What brought you to 

Shimna? 

Holly: I have always wanted to 

work in a school and just wanted 

a different type of job really. 

Eoin: Is Shimna the first college/

school you have worked in? if 

not what’s the primary 

difference? 

Holly: Shimna is the first I’ve 

worked in but coming from the 

hotel business, I just wanted a 

change of career, working with 

adults was very different from 

young people. 

Eoin: Do you have any 

wacky winter holiday 

traditions? 

Holly: I personally don’t 

have any wacky traditions 

but my family jumps from 

the harbour on Christmas 

Day! I usually just watch. 

Eoin: Do you have any 

controversial Christmas 

opinion? 

Holly: I don’t agree with 

Santa buying all the 

expensive gifts, save some 

big gifts for birthdays! 

Eoin: What is your favourite 

Christmas movie? 

Hol ly :  My favour i te 

Christmas movie is Elf 

because I love Will Ferrell. 

•Twilight 

•The Selection Series 

And a Christmas book that is 

on both our TBR’S is ‘My 

True Love Gave To Me’ 

written by twelve 

different authors -some of 

who you’ve probably heard of

- including Jenny Han, author 

of ‘The Summer I Turned 

Pretty’ series and ‘To All The 

Boys I’ve Loved Before’ 

series. It’s worth giving it a 

go! Now, click the QR code 

for the winning  Yr 9 

Some Books! 

Christmas is a magical time, 

which is why (we think) 

fantasy books are perfect for 

this time of year to give ya 

that extra magical feeling. 

These books are on the most 

part YA and are prettyyy 

good. 

Some of our current reads 

are: 

•The Cruel Prince Series 

•The Shatter Me Series 

•Lord of the Rings 

Christmas playlist. Give ‘em a 

listen and a sing to- I promise 

it’s worth it. 
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W H A T  D O E S  C H R I S T M A S  M E A N  T O  M E ?  

NE W  STA FF  MEM BER  IN TERV I EW  
B Y  EO IN  M I L L EN  

Y R  9  W I N N I N G  C H R I S T M A S  P L AY L I S T - S C A N  
T H E  Q R  C O D E !  

important to me. On 

Christmas Day my family 

and I attend the Carol 

Service on Christmas Day 

at our local church. We 

sing carols and give 

thanks to Jesus for His 

blessings and all He has 

done for us. 

My family is much like the 

rest of you in that Santa 

still visits our house on 

Christmas eve. It is also 

good to buy presents for 

family members to show 

how much we care for 

each other. 

I hope everyone has a 

very happy Christmas. 

By S.N. Year 12 

 

C h r i s t m a s  m e a n s 

celebrating the birth of 

Jesus. I am a Christian 

and my faith is very 

“My family is much 

like the rest of  you in 

that Santa still visits 

our house on Christmas 

eve.” 

 

What kind 
of photos do 
elves take? 

Elfies! 

9B Winning Christmas Playlist 



marking valuables with 
your postcode and house 
number and the best 
place to store expensive 
gifts can help prevent a 
burglary in your home. 

• When you’re out, make 
sure your bag, purse or 
wallet are somewhere 
safe and be careful at 
ATMs. 
Try not to leave parcels 

and presents in your car 

and always lock it. 

 

Paul Ferguson 

Keeping you 
and your 

property safe 
at Christmas 

While you’re out 
shopping… so 

are they!   
  
At this time of year 
many of us are 
thinking about 
getting out buying 
presents for our 
friends and family. 
Christmas shopping 
can either be fun or a 
major stress. Before 
you make your plans 
though, think how 
you can make your 
valuables safe while 
you are out. 

• When you go out, 
ensure any presents 
are not visible from 
outside your home. 

• Considering 
taking simple 
measures like 

Stay safe this festive season! 

Chocolate Yule Log recipe demonstration 
 

By Ellie Cunningham & Anna O’Flaherty Year 13 

CLICK the recipe above to see the girls in full festive 
action preparing this delicious Christmas favourite. 

Prince’s Trust 

Washington D.C 

Fundraiser 

What do snowmen 

eat for lunch?  

 

Iceburgers with 

chilly sauce!  

https://youtu.be/zUPDLq02qbk

